2      THE AGE OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION
with the Joneses, under the spur of fashion and advertise-
ment, demanded nothing less than the latest model. Pressures
of salesmanship urged even the duplication of luxuries—two
cars in every garage—in a consumer's market already display-
ing symptoms of surfeit, not because all Americans were
gorged with worldly goods, but because buying power was
unevenly distributed.
The nation's policies and institutions were closely en-
meshed with the prosperous middle class. "The suburban
community is the dominant American group," one observer
wrote in the summer of 1929, The increasing stress upon the
solidarity and good fellowship of certain organizations—fra-
ternal orders, business men's luncheon clubs, Legion conven-
tions—and the moral meddlesomeness of others like the
Anti-Saloon League bred a regimentation which he feared as
foreshadowing "the group from which the Fascist! of the
future will be drawn, if there are Fascist!/' That Babbitt
might ever doff his natty silk shirt for one of brown or black
was problematical; but the cult of conformity, in so far as it
boosted material success, was in the saddle. Cotton Mather,
Ben Franklin, Peter Parley and Horace Greeley would have
understood the spirit of the times, even though old maxims
of drudgery and penny pinching seemed to have been by-
passed for quicker ways to wealth.
Time, liveliest weekly of the decade, in January, 1929,
hailed Walter P* Chrysler as "Man of the Year," because
during the past twelvemonth he had introduced the public to
Plymouth and DeSoto cars, bought out Dodge Brothers for
one hundred and sixty million dollars and begun to build "the
world's tallest skyscraper, a 68-story colossus." * Now, on
the cover of Time for October 14, 1929, appeared the face of
William Wrigley, jn, to be followed in successive weeks by
*As announced in January, 1930, "Man of the Year" was Owen D.
Young, author of the Young Plan for the payment of German reparations
and also endowed with the glamour of great wealth; but Time's choice for
the following year, by significant contrast, was Mahatma Gandhi.

